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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
The Thirteenth Regular Meeting July 14th, 2026 

 
This meeting took place in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Medford City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett 
Drive, Medford, MA and via Zoom. To submit written comments, please email REliseo@medford-ma.gov. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
President Zac Bears called the Thirteenth Regular Meeting of the Medford City Council to order in the 
Council Chambers and via Zoom. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Present: President Bears; Vice President Lazzaro; Councilor Callahan; Councilor Leming; Councilor 
Mullane; Councilor Scarpelli; Councilor Tseng. Seven members were present and no members were 
absent. Inside the Rail: Acting City Clerk Richard Eliseo Jr. 
 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACCOLADES, REMEMBRANCES, REPORTS, AND RECORDS 
 
The Records of the Regular Meeting of June 23, 2026 
 
Vice President Lazzaro motioned to Table approval of the June 23, 2026, Records 
(seconded) - Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
The Records of the Special Joint Meeting of June 24, 2026, were presented and passed to Councilor 
Leming. 
 
26-107 - Committee of the Whole, June 23, 2026, Report  
 
Councilor Leming motioned to Approve the June 24, 2026, Special Joint Meeting 
Records and the Committee of the Whole Report (seconded by Councilor Tseng) - 
Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

26-127 - Order Electing Laurel Siegel as City Clerk Effective August 10, 2026 
 
Whereas, the Medford City Council has the duty and requirement under Section 2-7 of 
Chapter 30 of the Acts of 2025 (the City Charter), to "elect a City Clerk to serve a term for 
up to 3 years," now, therefore:  
 
Be it Ordered by the Medford City Council that we appoint Laurel Siegel as the City Clerk of 
the City of Medford effective August 10, 2026 for a term to expire on August 1, 2029. 
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Elect Laurel Siegel as City Clerk (seconded by Councilor 
Callahan) - Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
 
 



 

238 
 

26-128 - Resolution Regarding MBTA Better Bus Network Redesign 
 
 
Be it Resolved by the Medford City Council that the MBTA is holding important meetings on July 21st and 
July 30th regarding the Medford Bus Network Redesign (BNR) proposals. Please attend and share with 
others because this is an opportunity to save Route 94. The meeting information is available below.  
 
July 21st Medford Virtual Public Meeting  
https://www.mbta.com/events/2026-07-21/public-meeting-bus-network-redesign-proposed-updates 
improve-Medford-access  
 
July 30th Medford In-Person Open House at Medford City Hall  
https://www.mbta.com/events/2026-07-30/open-house-bus-network-redesign-proposed-updates improve-
Medford-access-person  
 
The public comment period ends August 5, 2026. Send your comments by email to 
betterbusproject@mbta.com. Send your comments by mail to Better Bus Project Team, 45 High St, Floor 
5, Boston, MA 02110.  
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve as Amended by Councilor Callahan to request 
that the Administration use all available communication methods to notify residents 
about the MBTA meetings (seconded Councilor Callahan) - Approved on a Roll call vote 
of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
26-129 - Resolution Regarding Auto-Pay Options for City Bills 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Medford seeks to provide high-quality, accessible, and convenient 
services to its residents; and,  
 
WHEREAS, many residents increasingly prefer electronic payment methods and 
automated payment options for recurring obligations; and,  
 
WHEREAS, automatic payment ("auto-pay") programs can help residents avoid missed 
payments, late fees, and administrative burdens associated with managing paper bills and 
payment due dates; and,  
 
WHEREAS, auto-pay options may also provide administrative efficiencies, improve 
payment compliance, increase the predictability of revenue collections, and potentially 
provide financial benefits to the City through earlier or more consistent receipt of 
payments; and,  
 
WHEREAS, many municipalities in Massachusetts offer residents the ability to enroll in 
recurring automatic payments for taxes, utility bills, and other municipal charges; now, 
therefore:  
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Medford City Council requests that the Mayor, Finance Director, 
Treasurer/Collector, and other appropriate staff evaluate and report on the feasibility of 
offering an automatic payment ("auto-pay") option for City bills, including but not limited to 
real estate taxes, personal property taxes, and water and sewer bills; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such report include:  

• Whether the City's current payment systems, vendors, and financial infrastructure 
support recurring automatic payments directly from residents' bank accounts 
and/or credit cards;  
• Any legal, administrative, technological, contractual, or financial barriers to 
implementing such a program;  
• Estimated implementation costs and ongoing operational costs; and Page 7 of 29  
• Whether the City could realize additional investment or interest income from 
residents voluntarily making payments prior to statutory due dates, and, if so, an 
estimate of such revenue 

 
 
 



 

239 
 

 
 
 
Councilor Callahan motioned to Table the matter pending further research (seconded by 
Vice President Lazzaro) – Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
 
 
26-063 - Ordinance Update - Commission for Persons with Disabilities 
 
 
Whereas, the Medford Commissions for Persons with Disabilities approved a proposed 
ordinance change that would remove exclusionary language concerning drug use, 
modernize terminology throughout the language of the ordinance, and clarify and positively 
define the commission's role; now, therefore:  
 
Be it Resolved by the Medford City Council that we update the Ordinance Establishing the 
Medford Commission for Persons with Disabilities 
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Addressing the Council: 
 
Nicholas Karinge Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion  
Anthony Andreotti Commission for Persons with Disabilities  
 
Councilor Leming motioned to Approve for First Reading (seconded by Councilor 
Callahan) - Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
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SUSPENSION OF REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
 
Vice President Lazzaro motioned to suspend the rules and take Papers 26-133, 26-091, 
and 26-106 out of order (seconded by Councilor Tseng) - Approved on a Roll call vote 
of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
 

26-133 - Capital and General Stabilization Fund Appropriation Requests 
 

 

 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Ken Lord  Medford Public Schools 
Lisa Crowley Director of Human Resources 
Rich Lane IT Director 
 
Public Participation: 
Simon Alcindor  Medford 
Andrew Castignetti Medford 
Ralph Klein Medford  
Miccah Kessleman Medford 
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve A, B, C, D, & F and Table 1E & 2 (seconded by 
Councilor Scarpelli) – Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 
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UNFINSHED BUSINESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
26-091 - Assistant Network Administrator Ordinance Amendment - Third Reading 
 

 
 
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve and be Ordained (seconded by Vice President 
Lazzaro) - Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 
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26-106 - Tree Warden Ordinance Amendment - Third Reading 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve and be Ordained (seconded by Vice President 
Lazzaro) - Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
 

26-125 - Main Street Corridor – Order to Acquire Easements, Order of Taking and Order of 
Alteration of Layout 
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Table till later in the meeting (seconded by Councilor 
Callahan) – Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 
 
 
26-130 - Board and Commission Appointments - Ryan O’Keefe to the Hormel Stadium 
Commission. 
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Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Mullane) - Approved on 
a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
 
 
 
 
26-131 - Fiscal Year 2026 Year-End Transfers 

 

 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Bob Dickenson Finance Director 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve the Fiscal Year 2026 Year-End Transfers 
(seconded by Councilor Callahan) - Approved on a Roll call vote of Four in favor, Three 
opposed (Bears, Lazzaro & Scarpelli) 
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26-132 - Litigation Settlements - Three Settlements for Total of $10,649.26 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Thomas Lane KP LAW 
 
 
 
Councilor Scarpelli motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Tseng) - Approved on 
a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed. 
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26-125 - Main Street Corridor – Order to Acquire Easements, Order of Taking and Order of 
Alteration of Layout 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Sierra Shatz Assistant Engineer  
Tim McGivern DPW Director 
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Councilor Callahan motioned to Approve the Order of Layout (seconded by Councilor 
Tseng) - Approved on a Roll call vote of Five in favor, One opposed (Scarpelli), and 
One 
absent (Bears) 
 
Councilor Callahan motioned to take easements by eminent domain and in turn adopt 
the order of taking (seconded by Councilor Tseng) – Approved on a Roll call vote of 
Five in Favor, One opposed (Scarpelli) and one absent (Bears) 
 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Simon Alcindor  
Micah Kesselman  
 
Public Participation closed @ 8:42 pm 
 
 
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to remove from the Table 26-133 item 1e (seconded by 
Councilor Callahan) – Approved on a Roll call vote of Six in favor, Zero opposed and 
one absent (Bears) 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR Cont. 
 

26-133 - Capital and General Stabilization Fund Appropriation Requests 1e  
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve the Oak Grove Cemetery Conceptual Building 
Study Appropriation (seconded by Councilor Callahan) - Approved on a Roll call vote of 
Six in favor, One absent (Bears). 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Adjourn (seconded by Councilor Callahan) - Approved by 
Roll call vote Six in favor, Zero opposed and one absent (Bears) 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted  
 
 
Richard Eliseo Jr 
Acting City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


